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• Short recap of presentation from 2024
• Specialty Crop Block Grant
• HGM Funding- Past process and proposals
• HGM current promotion grant
• Preliminary Results
• Key Points





• Purpose
• Eligible Applicants
• Benefit more than one product or organization
• Maximum Award $100k-research; $125k- marketing, 

training, etc.
• In MI- 2 proposals/year/commodity group



Successful Hop Related Proposals in Michigan

2017-2018: Michigan Hop Growers Need State Specific Downy 
Mildew Recommendations; $92k

2020-2021: Integrated Approaches to Managing Cone Diseases in 
Michigan Hopyards; $73k

2022-2023: Advancing Control and Mitigation Strategies for an 
Emerging Hop Disease in Michigan; $99k

Unsuccessful
2022-2023:  Enhancing the competitiveness of the MI Hop industry



• 2023-2024: Enhancing the Competitiveness of the Michigan Hop 
Industry; $105,549 (October 2023-September 2025)

• Awardee: Hop Growers of Michigan 501(c)5 non-profit

• Objective: Increase sales of Michigan-grown hops

• Target market: breweries and consumers in the Great Lakes region 
– specifically Michigan, Wisconsin, Indiana and Ohio

• Grant Management: Dianna Stampfler of Promote Michigan (also 
publicist for the Michigan Brewers Guild).  



OUTCOME #1 
Increasing Consumption and Consumer (Brewery) Purchasing 
of Specialty Crops

OUTCOME #2
Increasing Access to Specialty Crops and Expanding Specialty 
Crop Production and Distribution 



MARKETING OUTREACH

• MEDIA

• ORGANIZATIONS

• CONSUMERS

• ONLINE

• INTERNAL

METHODS



MARKETING OUTREACH – MEDIA



MARKETING OUTREACH – ORGANIZATIONS





MARKETING OUTREACH – ORGANIZATIONS



HOP HEAD FARMS

HOPPIN MAD HOP FARM

LEAHY FARMS

MR. WIZARD’S HOPS

NORTH COURSE VINEYARD

PRAIRE RONDE HOPS

TAYLOR HOPS

TOP HOPS FARM

45TH PARALLEL HOPS

ARNOLD’S HOP FARM

BLUE LAKE HOPS

D.M. PETERS AND SONS

DOG STAR HOPS

ELK RIVER HOPS

FLATWATER FARMS

HOP ALLIANCE



MARKETING OUTREACH – CONSUMERS

HGM/MI Hops tasting tent at the 4 annual MBG festivals, with 
select beers brewed with Michigan hops. 

Over 17,000 attendees at 4 festivals (Winter in GR, Summer in 
Ypsilanti, UP in Marquette and Fall in Detroit).

MBG conference ~ 480 attendees last year (Jan 2024).

Michigan Craft Beverage Council ~ 300 attendees.

Waiting to get #s from Wisconsin, Indiana and Ohio from 2024.





MI Chinook Cup





Most definitely, I am freezing my butt off getting orders ready to go. Over 1800 lbs heading out

I have seen direct sales from Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin lately and believe these spikes 
came from our marketing grant. We will have a better correlation after the upcoming Ohio 
show, but it certainly seems like the Midwest region sales have increased across the board.

Unfortunately, I would say no. While getting in front of the buyers is great. It seems that 
without any sort of follow up or asking for some business,  the buyers are satisfied with 
continuing purchasing from who they currently do business with. With the downturn in craft 
breweries I would speculate that buyers are pretty tight and maybe not as inclined to be 
trying new vendors or new hops.

I think the exposure via the social media has contributed. The face to face with brewers 
definitely contributed to our sales this week. I thought it was most notable that brewers also 
attended the Ag sessions this conference. We have made some adjustments in pricing to 
stay competitive as well. Since the conference (Jan 8-10) we have delivered or shipped to 
Michigan Breweries 397 lbs of a variety of hops.

PRELIMINARY RESULTS



1. Read the fine print- SCBG may be different in your state
2. Reimbursement grant- so your organization will have to front the $ 
3. 2-year proposals
4. Talk with your state grant administrator 
5. Start early: February 6, 2025 due date in MI
6. Try to align with funding priorities

Key Points

2025-2026 Funding Priorities 
• Market Enhancement to promote specialty crops
• Research and Development relevant to specialty crops 
• Training & Education addressing local, regional, and 

national challenges confronting specialty crop producers 





Good luck!

Rob Sirrine
sirrine@msu.edu
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